






• 4 

m 



•!*»V 
V s# 
t V*P; 

Vs* * ; 4? 

',*>4"' 

* $ 
,i .,+, » 

, n -4 J >. 

■i i 

* 

^ ; .: 
•v r *•' J‘ • 



4 G , JR. 

of cohering their 
a nice respectful 
ttle of the dollars 
uy new su ; ts and 

the Lorraine. Dr. 
this final meeting 
in and listen. Jim 
>ung. A dozen of 
:s were returned, 
nobodv ever asks 
an important part 
uigh the lightning 
ing men talked to 



tt: “We want to 
nee and see what 
nfided them to no 
obedience of the 
istian Leadership 
and faced a first- 
plan to stop the 
s this time. They 
phis was going to 
armed with rifles 

Vnd yet he talked 
lees and studying 
/oung faces with 
l all the way. He 

u 

i and went down 
:ed and wrestled, 
is up, the march 
was as infectious 
ittorney, issued a 
of Judge Bailey 
sibility,” he said, 
hi rt tomorrow to 
•f a United States 



SUNSET 



court, was unprecedented for him. “It is a matter of conscience,” he 
proclaimed. “We have a moral right and responsibility to march.” 

The Smiler’s face was distorted by the metronomic windshield wipers. 
He was on his way to Memphis. Darkness overcame him as he passed 
t!ie interchange of Routes 78 and 240 at Robert O’Brien Park. He was 
in no hurry. The thing he had to do in Memphis could wait. So far as is 
known, no one was with him. In the car was his little bag — James Earl 
Kay was always particular about his shirts and socks and shorts — and 
the long cardboard package with the rifle and the scope. He had one 
thing more: somebody's money in his pocket. Somebody from Adanta 
or Birmingham kept him fairly well staked.* 

Days earlier, Ray was in a mote! outside Selma, Alabama, when Dr. 
King had scheduled meetings in the town. The white man had missed 
Hx*mg the black one, but this time it seemed certain that the pastor 
ur *tild spend a day or two in Memphis — maybe more. The work of 
Limes Earl Ray was simple. Get a room, buy a newspaper, locate the 
M»arry t and rent a nearby duck blind. That — and patience — would en- 
Sl,rc l he work. There would be no more tracking, no more problems, just 
4 matter of getting out of Memphis safely and back to the payoff point. 
** * KT0 be would have to abandon the while Mustang he enjoyed so much 
,!n ^ then fly first to Canada, then to Great Britain, and finally to Africa. 

And yet there were built-in weaknesses. The slim Smiler lacked intel- 
ligcnce. It would not be fair to state that he was stupid, but his history 
A as one of ignorance and failure. He had elected to lead a life of crime, 
^ u - he had been caught many times and knew more about the inside of 
Pnson bars than the outside. He grew up in Quincy, Illinois, and in 
Pwtng, Missouri — towns about twenty miles apart on opposite sides of 
ifie Mississippi River. 

Lie father of the family, James Gerald Ray, w;ts an ex-convict. The 
mother, Lucille, was an alcoholic. He had a difficult time trying to find 
1,1 >r k because of his record; Lucille could give birth to children but 
c mldn t rear them. Sometimes, in despair, they moved in with her 

.. *Acr intensive research, ihc author found nothing to substantiate Ray’s 
Acting a man named “Raoul*’ in Canada, a man Ray could not identify 
;i last name, an address, or even a plausible motive for selecting a witless 
* n *° Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Almost 2,000,000 words of correlated 
fin S Wo,, D indicate, with little room Tor doubt, that: ( 1 ) James liarl Ray had a 
or l! 0 .' 1 l>:,< r llcr antl (2) the man who financed the assassination, working alone 
“-Presenting a group, ordered Ray where to go mid when and promised to help 
*hi *° ** hodcs,tt The United States had no extradition lieaty with Rhodesia, 
llL 1 had recently seceded fiom the Commonwealth of Nations. 
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authorities; hc feared that the FBI might close in on him. And yet 
someone or something had sufficient power to pull him to Birmingham 
I rum the safety of Canada. He put Alabama license plates on his car. 
Without a job and no visible source of income. James Earl Ray luxuri- 
ated in Mexico before going to Birmingham. He had photographs taken 
;i„J decided to have a doctor alter the Up of his nose and the promt- 

ncnce of his right ear. . _ . 

He bought a year-old white Mustang. At the Hotel Rio, in Puerto 

VallarU. he signed in as “Eric S. Galt, 2608 Highland Avenue Bir- 
mingham, Ala.” He passed himself off as an author, patronized two 
prostitutes, and lazed through November. When he arrived in Birming- 
ham. it seems magical that he found a room at the place he had told t ic 
Canadian clothing company to ship his suit-2608 Highland Avenue. 
I'tom the day hc left prison, his traceable cash is itemized at $300 when 
he escaped, a net of $670 working at the Indian Trail restaurant, $ 1 .70 
from the holdup in Montreal— total, $2,670. With this, hc had managed 
to live for six months, frequent bars, pay prostitutes, buy clothing, own 
three cars in succession, and live well in Mexico and Birmingham, o 
said later that “Raoul” had given him $700 to help smuggle small 
Packages across the boarder from Canada to the United States, but 
anyone terrified of returning to prison— even a simpleminded one— is 
not going to risk the remainder oT his life for $700 when hc foun it so 

; asy to stand behind a gun and get $ 1,700. 

No, it is much more credible to believe that someone in Birmingham 
-or some group of affluent personages— was willing to pay a large sum 
■f money lo have Dr. Martin Luther King killed. That would be the 
“one big lick," and to protect the man or men behind the murder, a 
'middleman was used lo contact Ray and keep him under daily orders, 
with a promise that he could travel to a far and safe country aftenvard. 
better heads than his would tell him where to go, when to go, that he 
1 bought the wrong rille at the Acromarinc Company and send him 
Nick for the right one. There are incredible facts. When he bought the 
while Mustang for $ 1 ,995, hc had, only a week before, rented a safe 
'v posit box in the Birmingham Trust bank. The morning lie bought the 
l:ar from a private owner, hc drove up lo the bank, walked in. and. 
''"High the records prove he did not go to his safe deposit box. hc came 
" u t with $2,000 in cash and drove off with the car. lie hod no Eric S. 

'tdl driver’s license to gel one from Alabama, lie claimed that he bad 
: 'M Itis Louisiana license. Ray was hardly the sort of man who would 
ha vc been aware that Louisiana does not maintain records of old 
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" Furthermore,” said King. “I’ve been reading about you in the paper, 
and you say you believe in segregation. You call yourself a Christian^ 
You're a deacon of your church. What kind of preachers have you been 
listening to?” He took a deep breath of mdignauon. Id like to invi 
you to come down to Ebenezer and hear me preach. 1 think 1 can help 

The governor did not press a buzzer for a state trooper to 
blacks out. He did not respond in anger. The governor smiled in dc g 
at "Daddy” King and said. “1 expect you can Reverend king, 
ministers began to breathe. And smile. When they stood to take he. 
leave, the governor got up from behind his desk and walked over to the 
uld man. "Can you come back to see me sometime, he sai . 
to talk to you some more.” When Maddox tendered his first forma 
reception at the Governor's Mansion, “Daddy” King was invited. And 
accepted. The governor also allotted a proportion of state jobs to bl-cks. 

Someone gave James Earl Ray $2,000 and a New Orleans phonc 
number. He was told to call that number from time to time lor orde s. 
Whatever the orders were, James Earl Ray understoot t >c natuie c 
assignment, because his Birmingham boss told Ray that he wo. id get a 
additional $12,000 in cash and a visa to a foreign country . including tut 
escape route through Canada. The ex-con must have been hapo \£- 
haps for the first time in his life— because he was making hat one Ug 
lick.” As he stated later to William Bradford Huit. * . j 
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there is an underworld character who was asked to I nd a man who 
could commit the murder, someone who would obey orders to the letter 
It is preposterous to place credence in Ray's story that someone named 
"Raoul,” n Canadian smuggler, made the original contact in Montreal. 
No one there knew Ray’s real name, and the authorities were not suffi- 
ciently interested to track him down. It is much more likely that, euroutc 



1 

4 




m » 







Ml 



Til It MAYS O F MARTIN I. II T II !« R KING, JR. 



U> mevi his hauliers in llie Midwest, after he crossed (lie herder f ro 
Gansul.i to (he United Slate*, that he was taken to a middleman fo) 
ca- nnl discussions alx>ut Kay’s feelings regarding blacks and, in partici * 
lar. Marlin Luther King. l “ 
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Certainly Kay’s hackers must have convinced him that they won!) 
nve him kitted if lie exposed the plotters. In addition, it is reason;. I ^ . 
> asm 11 c Hint, even though James Rarl Kay’s “base of operatic. ir“ ■*. 
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set in Birmingham, that the person or persons willing to pay $20,00f) i 0 
sec Martin Luther King dead did not live in Birmingham. It is possible 
that only the niiddlemaii was there. The money could have come fn, m 
anywhere. 




* 

* 

1 

f 

-■ 

8 

\ 



0 



James Carl Kay probably was selected because: ( I ) he had ncV( , r 
committed a crime of violence; (2) as tong ns I lie money kept enmj ,, 
his wav, he would not ask questions; (3) he haled blacks; and (-!} 
was a hooh with the nerve to squeeze a trigger when told. Tin s. a«v n,„ 
Class A recommendations. There arc hundreds of aeeoinpllslied Lion* 
North and South who would have done the work for less; some f,, r 
love. 

It must also have crossed the inind of the prime mover in the plot ih 1{ 
Ray might he caught. Anyone who will spend $20,000 or more to have 
someone slain must think of airtight protection. This is possible ottlv if 
the money man is unknown to the assassin. It is also necessary to 
employ a go- 1 >c tween whose identity is unknown to the killer and who 
keeps him happy with cash. Thus, if the killer is apprehended, or if he 
fails to execute his assignment, the chain of characters is broken and 
umraccablc. 

In the middle of November, Ray moved to Los Angeles. He was safe 
in Mexico, hut whatever fear lie had of being tracked inside the United 
States must have dissipated. He rented an apartment at 1535 Serrano 
and enjoyed himself doing as lie pleased. At the end of November lie 
called the New Orleans phone number. The voice on the other end was 
not one he recognized, hut the voice asked if he could visit New Orleans 
around Christmas. He said he would be there. 

One of the more scirihle thoughts lie had was that, no matter wh t 
country he fled to, he would have to earn a living. After much thinking, 
he decided that the one job a qualified man could fill anywhere in the 
world would be as a bartender. Whiskeys and mixed drinks arc univer- 
sal; in eases where there arc special native preferences, these are easily 
learned. 
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was ii vacation lark— a change of scenery— for the Stems. The Mu slan g 
chcwcil up Route 10 cast bound, picking up stale roads where 10 died 

oir. then coming alive in the next state. . . . . 

So f ir as is known, there was no romantic interlude between Ray and 
Uil, stein. I. was a trio of joyriders, two congenial people and one un. 
Tl,ev drove .lav ami night, taking turns at the wheel, talking sometimes 
about the seen, IV. lapsing into long silences listening to music on a radio 
siai.o,, until it faded olf ... distance and someone tuned m another. t„ 
New Orleans the car was paiked. a reasonable hotel selected, and the 

Steins wandered oil lo see the colorful part of the city. . 

t he .lav was I Icecube. 17 on the hotel register of the Provincial. Ray 
made his phone call and met his man. Apparently, the conference w« ,o 
the m>int. Itie In-ss wanted a report on what James Earl Ray had been 
doing with Ins lime in Mexico and California. I le hsmned. One can h U! 
deduce from what occurred lalcr that Ray wits told that the job he must 
do would have lo wait two or three months. He was also ordered to 
change his place of residence in l.os Angeles to the St. rancts Hotel on 
Hollywood Boulevard. He was to remain there and awat further m- 
slructions. lie was also lo continue to go to the general post office 

lookini* for letters addressed to Erie S. Galt. . 

He was handed $2,500 in $20 bills. Whoever was investing in Ray as 

a gunman now had expended a total of $8,500 in his future. He was al a 
reminded that when the job was satisfactorily completed he would get 

an additional $12,000 and a passport to a safe country. Ray, \\m 
knew little of geography and less of international politics, cske w.w 
would lie a “safe" country. The answer wm Rhodesia He was l Id that 
it had been part of the British Empire in Africa, but that it had Eft h. 
Commonwealth because the whites in Rhodesia were the ruling class 
and were pledged to dominate the native blacks, This m . t h.e, 
sounded admirable to Ray. He may also have been told that t„is 
particular moment in history, Rhodesia was a panah among nat.ons ami 
wasn't recognized by the United States. Little Rhodesia would b, pyk.t 
for James Earl Ray. Absolutely perfect. He was sure that he ecu ivc 
like a king among whites who subscribed to his racial views, ani I once Its. 
had mastered the art of the cocktail shaker and ^ ra.x c d drmk he 
could do the quick little job which had to be done, meet the buss 
Birmingham, get on a plane to Canada, and be off to a lifetime of easy 
living and freedom as a bartender in the former British colony. 

He met the Steins. After some New Orleans sight-seemg. the three 
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